The Rt Hon Tony Blair, M.P.

10 Downing Street

Whitehall

London

UK

December 8, 2005

Dear Tony Blair,

I am writing to you as President of the European Union.

I enclose our petition to you, as President of the European Union, on the shameful situation concerning those disenfranchised citizens of Europe who, because they live in a country other than that of their citizenship, have been disenfranchised. I also enclose the statement we published on the Internet with our petition.

Your Foreign Secretary, Mr Jack Straw, stated to the House of Commons that "Liberal Democracy is the bedrock of the European Union". So long as the EU tolerates the removal of voting rights from its citizens this claim is clearly false, so please ask him to stop making such idle boasts!

There are basically two issues involved:

(1)Voting in local elections. There is no consistency here. The ill-fated Charter of Fundamental Rights considered voting in "municipal elections" a fundamental right. The U.K. has interpreted this generously, in allowing EC citizens to vote in town, county and regional assemblies, including the Scottish and Welsh parliaments. France, on the other hand, only allows EC citizens to vite in local "commune" elections, and not in the conseil général or conseil régional elections.

(2)Voting in national elections, including Presidential elections and referenda. It seems that most countries consider this a vital issue of sovereignty which cannot be compromised. But, while they exclude other EC citizens from such elections, they allow their own citizens, wherever they live, and for however long they have lived abroad, to vote in such elections. The signal exception to this is the United Kingdom, which has decided to disenfranchise its citizens living abroad after ten years. It is sad to note that Iraqi citizens have more democratic rights than British citizens! It also seems, from reading the Charter of Fundamental Rights, that the European Union does not consider voting in national elections a fundamental right.

The people who have signed our Internet petition are angry about the way their democratic rights have been eroded. Other people have made their own representations to the European Union. If you really believe that democracy is important you should be ashamed of what the UK has done under your leadership, and should be determined to do something about it, so that in future the EU can indeed claim that it is a symbol of democracy.
I would like to suggest that on the first issue the EU should seek to establish the best practice in all member states, and give a clear statement that the right to vote in municipal elections means all local elections.

On the second issue I suggest that the EU should accept and declare that the right to vote in national elections is a fundamental right, and that those countries who deprive their citizens of such a right because they live in a different EU country should be obliged to re-enfranchise their citizens. The EU may wish to launch a debate on whether EU citizens who do reside in countries other than that of their citizenship should, after a period of time, acquire the right to vote in the national elections of their country of residence.

We would appreciate a personal reply, which we may communicate to those who have signed our petition and any other interested parties, rather than just being fobbed off to some junior official in your department of Constitutional Affairs who parrots the official line. This issue is not going to go away. Remember, "taxation without representation is tyranny" - and a couple of centuries ago ignoring that fact lead to revolution and the creation of the United States. It still is tyranny, it is flourishing in the European Union, and while it exists it inevitably erodes the high moral ground you take in the war against terrorism.

Yours Sincerely,

(Paul Williams)

Enclosure: Petition & list of signatories

